
 

Town Of Quintana 
Minutes of the Special Meeting  

April 8, 2013 7:00 p.m. 
 

Item 1:  Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm 
 
Present:  Mayor Cortese Harold Doty  Gary Wilson   

Jerry Masters Barrett Blackwell  Linda Martin Alan Petrov 
 
Guests:  Jim Martin Dee Kindred Jeff Kapala Susan Laws 
  Robbie Masters Christopher Kall    
    
   
 
Item 2:  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Leon Cortese. 
 
Item 3:  Citizens/Visitors Comments to Council 
There were none at this time.  
 
Item 4: Discuss/Consider Approval of Minutes from March 4, 2013 Special Meeting 
Linda Martin stated that Jeff Kapala was not at the meeting and needed to be removed from the guests. She also stated 
that the word “health” needed to be added into her part of the updates. Jerry Masters moved to accept the minutes and 
Barrett Blackwell seconded. Motion passed with a 4/0/1 vote with Harold Doty abstaining due to his absence from that 
meeting.  
 
Item 5:  Discuss/Consider Approval of March 2013 Financial Report 
Gary Wilson asked about the popcorn that was purchased and if it was at Town Hall. Mayor Cortese stated that yes, 
popcorn was purchased for the employees and it is here in Town Hall. Gary Wilson also asked about check# 9549 for 
$130 to Crisp Analytical Laboratories. The City Secretary stated that in the memo line it explains it is for Asbestos testing. 
This was a necessary test for our water system. Mr. Wilson said he knew nothing about this test. He also asked about 
charges on check# 9548 to Card Services Center. These charges were dated in 2012 and were paid last year, however, the 
City Secretary was reconciling the entire credit card account and had to make adjustments that included credits made to 
those invoices, which is why they showed up on the statement. Mr. Wilson stated that he still did not understand. Linda 
Martin asked about the interest charged to the account. Mayor Cortese asked the City Secretary to get a detailed 
statement from the credit card company to satisfy any questions Mr. Wilson and Mrs. Martin may have. Linda Martin had 
a comment about the overtime that was on the checks. She stated that the guys are clocking in too early and then clocking 
out too late. The City Secretary stated that the overtime is not calculated by day, but by an 80hour work week. Linda 
Martin then stated that Greg gets here really early and clocks in. The City Secretary stated that now council was getting 
into a matter that needed to be discussed in a closed session. Gary Wilson said that no, it was okay to talk about this in 
open session and pointed to the Attorney and said that he stated it was okay. The City Secretary said that when Mrs. 
Martin began mentioning names of employees, that needed to be talked about in closed session. Gary Wilson then told 
Linda Martin to not mention names. Mayor Cortese then stated there would be a notice sent out to employees. Linda 
Martin also brought up the internet service form Surfside.tx.net and what the plans were regarding that due to the 
owner/operator passing away. Mayor Cortese stated that he wanted to talk about that in the updates because it was not 
on the agenda. The City Secretary stated that she has spoken with them and she does have someone working on the 
service. Linda Martin also asked about the GK Services bill and if we rent the toilet paper and air freshener. The City 
Secretary stated that the only thing she added at the approval of council was her uniforms and for anything else Linda 
would have to ask Mr. Wilson. Linda asked if we buy toilet paper every week and Mr Wilson stated that those charges are 
for the rental of the equipment. Linda asked why don’t we just buy those outright, and it was explained to her that we 
must have a minimum of $35/wk and even with all that we are renting from them, we will still not reach the minimum. 
Mayor Cortese called for a motion to accept the financial report with the requests for the detail from the credit card and 
the notice to the employees. Linda Martin made such motion and Barrett Blackwell seconded. Motion passed with a 4/1 
vote with Jerry Masters voting against the secondary requests.  
 
Item 6: Discuss/Consider Approval of A Variance on Vendors for the 2013 Creed Day Celebration 
Linda Martin asked council for a variance on the Ordinance that prohibits all mobile vendors on the Island. She wants to 
have a craft show for the Creed Day event. City Attorney Alan Petrov stated that council needs to be very specific about 
what it wants to allow. Council would need to adopt an Ordinance that allows for specific vendors on specific days, during 
specific hours to be on the Island. Linda Martin would like the Creed Day Committee to put this Ordinance together. 



 

Mayor Cortese stated that this needs to be approved by council. City Attorney Alan Petrov requested the City Secretary to 
send the current Vendor Ordinance and then he will send a list of suggestions, then as an ordinance is put together, it can 
be presented to council. The City Attorney advised to take no action on this item at this time. Council took no action and 
this item will be addressed at the next council meeting.  
 
Item 7:  Discuss/Consider Construction Permits 
Jerry Masters received complaints about an improper culvert put in by her house without a permit. The pipe is the incorrect 
size. Mayor Cortese stated that Ms. Cornelison filed a formal complaint with the County about this driveway. Mayor Cortese 
spoke with the person that had it put in and was informed that if there were any problems at all with the drainage due to his 
driveway, it would immediately be removed. In the future, anyone wanting to do any construction must come to Town Hall 
and get a permit. Gary Wilson stated that there was a gentleman on Compass Court that wanted to put in a culvert, and we 
gave that gentleman the proper sizes and information for what he wanted, maybe we can do that for all. Gary Wilson moved 
to get the regulations from the County for building, seconded by Jerry Masters and passed with a 5/0 vote.  
 
Item 8:  Discuss/Consider Industrial District Contract Extension and Resolution 2013-1 Extending IDCs 
Council was presented with the complete original contract with ExxonMobil as well as information on why our payment from 
them changed, and an agreement to extend the contract. Jerry Masters asked council if they were happy with the contract or 
not. Mayor Cortese stated that the income from this agreement is a residual amount the Town receives and we have a good 
relationship with them, and he would like to see the contract be extended, and not upset the apple cart. Gary Wilson moved to 
accept the extension, seconded by Linda Martin and passed with a 5/0 vote.  
 
Item 9:  Discuss/Consider Report on Open Meetings Act from City Attorney 
The floor was given to Mr. Alan Petrov to discuss the Open Meetings Act through personal contact and emails. Mr. Petrov 
suggested that all council go through the online training at the Texas Attorney General’s website on Open Meetings Act 
and the Open Government Training, as it is required by law. He also explained that a “meeting” is defined as any gathering 
of a quorum or more of governing officials discussing City business. A “walking quorum” is a chain of council members 
talking to other council members in sequence talking about City business. Email is also a venue for a walking quorum. Mr. 
Petrov’s advice for those that use email is to never hit the “reply all” button. You can send informational email, but when it 
is replied to all and the matter is discussed, that could be considered a walking quorum. Emails are also open up to the 
Public Information Act. Mr. Petrov stressed that everyone take the training on the OAG’s website. Harold Doty stated that 
when he took the TML course, he was told that it was always okay to discuss what is being put on the agenda as long as 
there was no discussion about the item itself. He asked Mr. Petrov if that was correct. Mr. Petrov responded by saying 
there you get into a “gray area.” He said that you can say, I want to talk about a certain item, and leave it at that, you are 
okay. If you get into reasons or a discussion of why, then you will get beyond a “safe” area for the Public Information Act. 
Harold Doty stated as he now understood, a specific request for an agenda item IS exempt, council members just can’t 
discuss it. Mayor Cortese summed things up with saying, “don’t reply to all and go online to do your training.” Mr. Petrov 
completed his report to council and there was no action needed on this item.  
 
Item 10: Discuss/Consider Approving Mid-Year Accounting Procedures 
Mayor Cortese added this item to the agenda for council approval due to the upcoming change in administration. He 
wants Gratzer & Company to come in and perform a Mid-Year Accounting review to make sure that all is well with the 
books before the new administration takes over. Linda Martin asked how often the quickbooks is backed up. The City 
Secretary replied that it is backed up weekly. Linda asked if there is a fire-proof cabinet that the back-up is put in. The City 
Secretary replied that the external hard drive is always plugged into the computer because the entire computer backs up 
daily. Gary Wilson stated that $3,200 is a lot for just completing an audit in October. Mayor Cortese stated that audit was 
for the last fiscal year, and this audit will be for October 2012 – Current transactions. Jerry Masters stated that council had 
previously agreed to review the budget at this time. Linda Martin moved to approve the Audit Procedures seconded by 
Gary Wilson. Motion passed with a 5/0 vote.  
 
Item 11: **Special Meeting** Council to convene into closed session per Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Local 
Government Code, to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or 
dismissal of a public officer or employee; 
 
a. Lauren Anderson Employee Review 
 
City Secretary Lauren Anderson requested for this item to remain in open session. Mayor Cortese then turned the item 
over to council to discuss. Linda Martin stated that she thought it was the Mayor’s position to do the review and the 
council’s position to support his decision. Mayor Cortese stated that he had no complaints and that this item was 
requested by council to be added to the agenda, so they need to state what they need to say. Linda Martin referenced the 
personnel policy on full-time employees. She asked Lauren Anderson when her start date was, and Lauren replied that it 
was on February 27, 2012. Linda asked if that was after her probation period or when she was hired. Lauren replied that 



 

was her hire date. Linda Martin then asked about the 90 day probationary period and the benefits and Mr. Wilson advised 
her that Lauren was put on a second probation so it was extended to 120 days. Linda Martin went through time sheets she 
had previously requested and read out loud sick days and vacation days that were taken. Mrs. Martin stated that under 
this new personnel policy, Lauren Anderson was not allowed those days, and should not have been paid for them. Mayor 
Cortese said that he believed that you can get paid for those, and if the employee leaves, they must pay those back. Mrs. 
Martin stated that was not in the Personnel Policy. Mayor Cortese said he thought that was left in there, and the Town just 
didn’t care about its employees. Harold Doty said that was a piece of contention, so it was removed. Gary Wilson said that 
there was a problem with another employee not paying it back. Jerry Masters asked about walking quorums, and said it 
was clear there was one for this review. Gary Wilson said that Mrs. Martin just pulled all this out, and they did not discuss 
it. He also stated that there is a problem, and everyone on council knows it; with Lauren getting to work on time, which is 
why she had a 120 day probation period. He said that problem has not changed, but that it doesn’t matter because he is 
about to take over, and that Lauren has told everyone in town that she would not work for him, and even Glenna in 
Surfside. So there is a problem, Lauren does not respect him and does not want to work for him. Lauren said that during 
that conversation he keeps referencing, Gary said that he does not respect Lauren or her position. Gary said he did not say 
that, but it doesn’t matter, Lauren does not want to work for him. Lauren replied that she never said that she would not 
work for him, but that things had to change in order for it to work. Gary Wilson said that he told Lauren that things are 
going to change, and her work will be here and she will do things here. Linda Martin said that she told both Gary and 
Lauren to write down things they want to change, and then we could meet and talk about it. Gary said again, that we have 
a problem with who will run this Town. He said that he can’t do that with his hands tied, and that Lauren will not call him 
or communicate with him. Lauren said that the phone works both ways, and Jerry Masters said the same thing but was 
interrupted by Mr. Wilson saying that he was talking. Gary said that it has to change, because he is not here to take care of 
Lauren, but to take care of the City, and that Lauren does not respect him and never will and she has alienated herself 
with Leon and Jerry and the chain does not stop with those two. Gary said that it will never change between him and 
Lauren. Linda Martin asked about a sick day on February 25, 2013 when she came in and worked, but went home sick. 
She asked how can you get 32 minutes of overtime, and Gary said you use sick time. Lauren Anderson had Linda read out 
loud the reason that was on the time sheet for that day. It stated that Lauren went to the Emergency Room. Lauren stated 
that she went to the emergency room for chest pains that day, and that overtime is not calculated on a daily basis, it is 
calculated on an 80 hour work week. Linda said that if Lauren is going to take her sick time to go over everything, then it 
needs to be the appropriate amount of time. Linda said that a lot of the stuff is always overridden and she doesn’t 
understand on 3/19, when Lauren was working from home, but the computer and phone were at Town Hall, so how could 
that be? Lauren stated that she has access to the emails outside of the work computer and the phone was forwarded. 
Linda said that the phone was never forwarded that day. Gary Wilson said that Lauren’s work is not the issue and has 
never been, it is an issue of not doing what she is told, and not coming in when she wants. He said that we can’t have 
special things going to one and not the others, and if Lauren is not going to work for him, then well she will not be the one 
in charge like she is now. Lauren stated that she has never been in charge and was interrupted by Mr. Wilson saying that 
after the election is certified and canvassed, then he will get sworn in and then Lauren will be under a different control. 
Mr. Wilson also said that Mr. Masters has told him that he does not allow Lauren to work at home several times. Lauren 
asked Mr. Masters if he told Gary that, and Mr. Masters said that he told Gary that if she is sick, and she understands that 
she gets her work done, there is no problem. Gary Wilson said that is not what he was told, and that Mayor Cortese had 
said the same thing. Mayor Cortese said that he has allowed it in the past because she had a sick daughter and he was 
trying to keep the Town business going. He said that he knows that being a single parent, there are situations where it is 
necessary to make adjustments. Linda Martin asked if Lauren was supposed to do work for the councilmembers. Mayor 
Cortese said that he witnessed Lauren perform work for them 90% of the time. Lauren asked her what kind of work she 
was talking about. Linda was referring to the Notice of Public Meeting that the committees must post, and she thought 
that was Lauren’s job to do. Lauren posted them once, and then stopped. Lauren said that the notices are the 
responsibility of the committees. Gary Wilson said that he thinks it is the responsibility of the City Secretary. Harold Doty 
said that Lauren stopped posting for the Water Board as well, and Gary Wilson said it was because Lauren got mad at 
them. Linda Martin said that she thought the City Secretary worked for the Mayor AND the City Council. Mr. Alan Petrov 
stated that it is difficult for one person to have 6 bosses and keep them all happy, and there has to be a balance. He said 
that typically, the Mayor is the Chief Executive Officer that directs the employees and the council goes through him to 
make requests of the employees. Jim Martin stated that was in the handbook. Gary said that we need to get back to Lauren 
telling people she is leaving the City. Lauren said that she is not telling people she is leaving, and Gary said that lots of 
people know it. He also said that he can’t work with Lauren and she said that she didn’t say she won’t work with him, but 
that things have to change if we will work together, and Gary said there will be a BIG change. Lauren stated that Gary’s 
attitude towards her needs to change, and respect is a mutual thing; he needs to give respect in order to get it back. Gary 
stated that Lauren can’t question anything, and she will be a regular employee just like everyone else. Jerry Masters asked 
if Lauren gets her job done, and Gary Wilson replied with “that’s what I’m saying, we don’t know.” Harold Doty asked 
about several decisions that council made, and he doesn’t know how much follow-up has been done. Lauren Anderson 
asked for examples, and Harold Doty stated the first one was the Velasco Drainage District project. Lauren Anderson 
stated that project was given to Harold Doty and Jerry Masters by council to coordinate with the new City Attorney to take 
up and move forward with. Harold Doty asked if Lauren has a list of property owners, and Lauren said that yes, she does 



 

have a list, but it is for the whole 77541 zip code. In Lauren’s spare time, she needs to go through the names and pick out 
Quintana’s property owners. Harold Doty asked if that has been done in her spare time, and Lauren said that she hasn’t 
had any spare time.  Gary Wilson said that there is a lot of meetings that Lauren goes to, but we are stopping all of that. 
Harold’s second item was the decision on the purchase of lots from the Port of Freeport. Lauren said that there was a 
Warranty Deed sent over from the Port, and they wanted to only allow the town to place a parking lot on the site only. The 
Warranty Deed was returned to the Port and Lauren told them that the Town wanted to put a small park, as well as a 
parking lot on the site and basically do what they want to with it when the lots are purchased outright. Lauren has 
checked on the agreement since, and was told that the Port is backlogged on their contracts. Harold Doty said this was the 
first he was hearing about it, and Lauren said that it was never brought up in council again. Jerry Masters said that he 
knew about it because he asked. Linda Martin said that she went on the County’s website and was unable to find those 
lots. Lauren Anderson told her they are listed under the Brazos Harbor and Navigation District, and not the Port of 
Freeport. Mayor Cortese said that through Jerry Master’s investigation, it was found that those lots were given to the 
Town a long time ago, and when he went to go talk to the port about it, Phyllis, whom began the purchase proceedings, 
was no longer there. Lauren said that she actually found the lease agreement Jerry Masters talked about for those lots, and 
emailed it to everyone. Linda Martin said that she did not get that email. Linda Martin asked about the shipyard and if 
there has been any asbestos testing done on the place. Lauren said that it was not the Town’s property yet to test. The 
council DID vote to move forward with the lien, but we have to give the property owners ample of time to respond. Mr. 
Petrov said that he asked Lauren to wait on that because of a pending court case that involved a Town demolished 
structures. Mayor Cortese said that this item was actually going to come up on the May agenda. Linda Martin was worried 
about the asbestos testing, and Mr. Petrov said that the contractor the Town hires would be capable of handling that. 
Linda Martin had a few things from the Personnel Policy that she wanted to read out loud. She suggested to read the 
“Duties of an Employee,” and the “Role of the Mayor and Council.” She read out loud, “Town Hall Hours,” “Promptness,” 
and “Use of Vehicles: Mileage/Per Diem.” Linda Martin then asked Lauren if she was keeping those logs, and if council 
could see it. Lauren replied; yes she does and that they are on the computer, and Linda Martin asked her to print them out. 
Mayor Cortese said that she will not print them out and Linda said that it was part of her review. Mayor Cortese said that 
it was not, and Linda was asking for something out of context, and she could go on and “beat her to death.”  Gary Wilson 
had a motion to postpone the review until a later date and he will “clean house” when he takes over. Linda Martin said 
that Lauren needs to be wrote up for her time and that she has had verbal warnings, so it is time to write her up. Lauren 
Anderson said that she has never had a verbal or any disciplinary action. Linda considers Lauren’s probationary period as 
her verbal warnings. Lauren said that there is no disciplinary action in her file, and Gary Wilson said that was because 
Lauren is the one that puts it in there.  
 
Item 12: Council to Reconvene into Open Session to Take Action on Item Discussed in Closed Session 
Gary Wilson re-stated his motion to end the review and “it will all be taken care of at the end of the election.” Motion 
seconded by Jerry Masters and passed with a 5/0 vote. 
 
Item 13: Discuss/Consider Creating Ordinance Banning Fires on the Beach in Front of Homes 
Jerry Masters said there is no need for this Ordinance because as EMC he has already banned all fires on the beach. Dee 
Kindred said that they aren’t listening to Jerry. Mr. Masters then said that it is time to call the cops. Linda Martin 
suggested posting signs saying that there is no burning on the beach. Mayor Cortese said that we need to check in the 
Open Beaches Act to see if we can even do that. He asked the City Attorney to make sure that we would not be interfering 
with the Open Beaches Act, and called for a motion to do so. Jerry Masters moved to have the City Attorney check the 
Open Beaches Act and bring the information back to council in May. Motion was seconded by Harold Doty and passed 
with a 5/0 vote.  
 
Item 14: Discuss/Consider Approval of Ordering and Placing a Sign for the Xeriscape Park 
Linda Martin suggested council get two more bids for this sign. She said that we need to use local companies, and Art’s 
Signs is a local company. Linda also said that we seem to use only one company for everything so she would like to have 
two more bids. Linda Martin moved to get two more bids for the sign seconded by Harold Doty. Motion passed with a 4/1 
vote with Jerry Masters voting against.  
 
Item 15: Discuss/Consider Bids for East Plant Fence 
The floor was given to Gary Wilson to present the bids for the fencing. Gary Wilson stated that we have the rear driveway 
completed, and now we need to get new fencing to come into compliance with Federal regulations. Linda Martin asked 
how tall the fence needs to be, and stated that the fencing on the bids go from 6 feet – 8 feet. Gary Wilson said that all bids 
include replacing all rusted barb-wire around the plant. Superior Fencing put in a bid for $1780, Gulf Fence for $2450, and 
Pasadena fence for $2240, and AS Quality Fence for $2760. Gulf Fence company installed the fencing on the West End 
Plant. Linda Martin moved to accept the bid from Gulf Fence Co. and Harold Doty seconded. Motion passed with a 5/0 
vote. 
 
 



 

Item 16: Discuss/Consider Re-Bidding the Ground Storage Tank  
Mayor Cortese said that he would like to replace the tank with a fiberglass tank that would not need to be replaced and 
get away from the metal tank. Charles Eastland suggested getting bids for replacing the tank as well. Jerry Masters moved 
to have Gary Wilson investigate the possibilities of replacing the tank. Motion seconded by Barrett Blackwell and passed 
with a 5/0 vote. 
 
Item 17: Discuss/Consider Freeport LNG Liquefaction Expansion 
The floor was given to Harold Doty to present his maps of the proposed FLNG expansion. Harold Doty pointed out that in 
the agreement that we have with FLNG, they are supposed to file all of their plans with Town Hall before filing with a 
State Agency, and have always had trouble with FLNG living up to their end of the agreement. In Section IV of the contract, 
it is stated that FLNG is not supposed to extend their plant, and they are now planning to extend the plant. Harold Doty 
said that he would like to see the Town require FLNG to adhere to the contract. Harold Doty said that in Section IV, there 
is also a statement that FLNG will not purchase any more land on the Island other than the land they already have, and 
they skirted around that by creating another company to purchase more land on the Island. Harold Doty made a motion to 
have the City Attorney to review the contract and then move forward with enforcing our contract with FLNG. Motion was 
seconded by Barrett Blackwell and passed with a 5/0 vote.   
 
Item 18: Discuss/Consider Change in Waste Pick-up 
As of April 30, 2013 Progressive Waste Solutions (IESI) will no longer be servicing our area. Lauren Anderson went out 
for bids for service and Waste Management is the only company that will service our area anymore. Waste Management 
has presented a bid for two pick-ups a week and recycling with one pick up per week for $17.45/home a month. Service of 
two port-o-lets was quoted at $163.88/month with once a week service. Right now, we are paying 4 different companies 
for all of our services, and this agreement will save the Town $100/month. The service for the 8yd dumpster is cheaper 
with Waste Connections (current provider). Gary Wilson moved to accept the bid from Waste Management with the 
exception of the 8yd dumpster. Motion was seconded by Harold Doty and passed by a 5/0 vote. 
 
Item 19: Discuss/Consider Adopt-A-Beach Clean Up 
Mayor Cortese suggested that since we are having our Town Garage Sale on the same day as the Beach Clean-Up, the 
Town should purchase Subway Sandwiches for the volunteers at the Clean-Up. That way council is able to manage both 
events. Gary Wilson stated that we could provide just water and sandwiches, and Mayor Cortese agreed. Gary Wilson 
moved to purchase the Subway sandwiches and water for 200 people for the Beach Clean-Up. Motion seconded by Linda 
Martin and passed by a 5/0 vote.  
 
Item 20: Updates from Council/Mayor. 
 
Mayor Cortese – We will have to do something about getting internet service while ours is down. We will borrow Harold 
Doty’s Clear Internet box to see if that works. Put Gary Wilson in charge of putting in the solar light poles with the 
company in Friendswood. Suggested to have a petition for the Velasco Drainage District at the garage sale on the 20th. 
 
Linda Martin – There is a Creed Day Meeting this week. 
 
Gary Wilson – Punch list is almost done, and the auto dialer is not working because there is no switch in the panel box for 
it to hook up to.  
 
Barrett Blackwell – Asked about the property clean up letters. Lauren Anderson said that after discussion with the City 
Attorney, if was found that there is no standard in our Beautification Ordinance so we would not be able to tell people that 
they need to mow their lots when we have no standard that says the lots have to be a certain height.  
 
Harold Doty – the panel replacement specs are not correct. He would like to recognize the Cook Family for all the hard 
work they do for the landscaping.  
 
Jerry Masters – There is an Emergency Management Meeting next week. 
 
 
Item 21: Adjourn 
Jerry Masters made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Barrett Blackwell seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 

 

 



 

_______________________________________  

           Jerry Masters 
     Mayor Pro-Tem 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________  
Lauren Anderson 
City Secretary 


